
 

Starlight is in its new program year in Washington State, our 

18
th
! Our program services this past year have provided 

thousands of great experiences for seriously ill children and 

their families, statewide - 

 Great Escapes: 243 events, 4,721 participants 

 Hospital Happenings: 207 events, 15,241 participants 

 Fun Centers: 209 entertainment units statewide 

 PC Pals: 37 laptop computers statewide with internet 

access and chat rooms 

 Starlight Sites: four special playrooms in the larger pediatric 

hospitals (Children’s, Harborview, Mary Bridge, Sacred 

Heart) 

 600 volunteers active, serving over 8,800 hours! 
 

Our Board of Director Officers 2010 – 2011 include: 

Pat Sundgren, President 

Daniel Bigbee, 1
st
 Vice President 

Dave Hamilton, 2
nd

 Vice President 

Laird Vanetta, Treasurer 

Arleen Winslow, Secretary 
 

Starlight’s Grant Making Angels in 2009 – 2010! 
 

The Baker Foundation 

Beardsley Foundation 

Bellevue Rotary Club 

CFO Selections 

Churchwomen of St. Stephen’s 

Gottfried and Mary Fuchs Foundation 

IKEA 

Florence Kilworth Foundation 

Elizabeth A. Lynn Foundation 

Norcliffe Foundation 

Northwestern Mutual Life 

Puyallup Tribe of Indians 

QFC Kroger Company Foundation 

Sammamish Rotary Foundation 

Tacoma Rotary Foundation 

Ernest & Audrey Turner Foundation 

Union Pacific Foundation 

Wockner Foundation 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

  

From the desk  

of Washington Chapter’s  

Executive Director, Steve McGraw 

   

 

Starlight helps seriously ill children and their families 

cope with their pain, fear and isolation through entertainment, education and family activities. 

 

  

     Starlight’s Event Sponsorship Angels in 2009-2010! 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

    

 

Peter - Ewing's Sarcoma, now age 12  
 

March 2009: Peter was a healthy and active boy and his 

cancer diagnosis took us completely by surprise. We 

were in the biggest fight of our lives. (Ewing's Sarcoma is 

a rare form of bone cancer.) 

     Peter endured 14 rounds of chemo and 25 radiation 

treatments. He had 1/4 of his pelvis removed and  

cadaver bone, a metal plate and pins put in its place.  

     Peter is the youngest of our three children. We were 

so overwhelmed with our cancer battle that attempting  

to plan activities for our family was close to impossible. 

What a gift Starlight was to our family! We could pick and 

choose fun family activities to do and Starlight did all of 

the planning and arranging for us - boat ride, concert, 

premiere of a new movie before it was released, and 

many other fun-filled activities. We were able to make 

wonderful memories and have fun during a very 

difficult time in our lives.  

    I thank Starlight for the gift of fun, laughter and 

memories that they enabled our family to have.  

With a very grateful heart I say thanks to Starlight!! 

   - Karen Fantozzi, Federal Way 

 

Elizabeth – blood clot in brain, now age 13 
 

May 4, 2004: Our older daughter, Elizabeth, was 

suffering with strong headaches during the night. 

We took her to the emergency room at Valley 

Medical Center and then she was flown to 

Harborview where we learned she had internal 

bleeding in her head. Many surgeries followed, 

plus weeks of rehabilitation at Seattle Children’s. 

     Along the way, the hospitals introduced us to 

Starlight. Over the years, this has made life so 

much better for Elizabeth and our whole family to 

deal with the ordeals we were going through – 

meeting other Starlight families, having fun 

together at Great Escapes, and so much more. 

    Elizabeth is now 13 and is doing great. She still 

needs to go to Children’s but not as frequently as 

before.                  - Jose & Olga Galvan, Renton 

2
nd

 Quarter 2010 

Alex’s Coupons 

Andrew Norman 

Art Institute of Seattle 

Clutch 

Data Enterprises NW 

Delivery Express 

Denny Mtn. Media 

Michael J. Koczarski 

Evergreen Bank 

Eye Associates NW 

Facelogic - Redmond 

Frenchy’s Day Spa 

Goose Pub N Eatery 

Heidi K Jewelry 

Highland West Dental 

Impulse/Totokaelo 

Karly Orr 

Keerti Sahasrabudhe 

 

 

Kelly Flynn 

Key Bank 
KOMO TV/Fisher 

Lane Powell 

LaRee Boutique 

Laura Walton 

Lure Method 

Marla Watts 

Massage Envy 

Merge  

Moneytree 

MultiCare Health Sys. 

Nintendo of America 

NW Benefit Auctions 

NW Farm Credit 

Oslo’s Men’s Store 

Parker Smith & Feek 

Perkins Coie 

 

Point B 

Providence Everett 

Ragamoffyns 

Red Lion Hotels 

Rock Star 

Ryan Swanson 

Seattle Children’s 

Seattle Sun Tan 

Skagit Valley Hospital 

Spektor Perio 

Sundgren Family 

Tatter’s  

Tulalip Resort Casino 

Turner Construction 

Usborne Books 

Valley Medical Center 

Virginia Mason Fdn. 

Wells Fargo Bank 

 



 

 

 

Starlight Children’s Foundation - Washington 
Redmond Office: 425-861-7827 ~ 425-883-9023 fax 

5001 150th Avenue NE #110, Redmond WA 98052 

Steve McGraw, Executive Director 

Erin Behen, Program Services Director  

Joyce Bottenberg, Development Director 

Tami Gibb, Volunteer Coordinator 

Pat Cramer, Office Manager 
 

Spokane Office: 509-474-2820 

2910 East 57
th
 Avenue #5, Spokane WA 99223 

Susan Faltermeyer, Community Development Officer 

Laurel Priddy, Program Coordinator  
 

www.starlight-washington.org ~ 1-866-236-6379  

Starlight is a 501c3 Charity, federal ID# 91-1558287 
 

To email: type first name with @starlight-washington.org 
 

To donate online:  

www.starlight-washington.org/washington/givenow 

  

 

 Brightening the lives of seriously ill children and their families . . . through your help. Thank you! 

Name ______________________________________________        

Email ______________________________________________             

Address ____________________________________________         

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________          

Day phone _________________________    Evening phone ___________________________          

Card # _____________________________________________________ Exp date ____/____ 

Name on card ________________________________________________________________ 

   Billing address if different _______________________________________________________ 

 

o Enclosed is a gift of $________ (payable to Starlight) 
 

o Please send information about volunteering 
 

 

 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - please clip and mail, or fax to 425-883-9023 -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

- 

 

 

                         Spokane’s Brightest Stars 

An update from Spokane by Susan Faltermeyer 

What makes a “Starlight Citizen”? Dr. Bill Robinson, 

Whitworth University President, personifies what the 

Spokane Leadership Council of Starlight Children’s 

Foundation recognized as the first recipient of the “Starlight 

Citizen Award”, presented at the Brightest Stars Breakfast in 

March. Bill and his wife have made Spokane home for more 

than 17 years, ever since Bill became President at 

Whitworth University (www.whitworth.edu).  

     Not satisfied with just impacting the more than 2,500 

students at Whitworth, Bill has been making a difference in 

the lives of those in our community through his service as a 

past chair of the Spokane Regional Chamber of Commerce 

and a founding co-chair of the Higher Education Leadership 

Group of Spokane. Bill also serves on a variety of boards 

including the Independent Colleges of Washington and 

Princeton Theological Seminary. His list of achievements 

goes on and on, and all contain one common thread, 

touching the lives of people in the community where he 

lives, globally and locally...personifying a Starlight Citizen. 

     Also recognized were community businesses, Wells 

Fargo, PEMCO Insurance, Albertson’s Grocery Store on 

57th & Regal, and Kohl’s for their unwavering support of 

Starlight’s Spokane Program. Local Starlight Leadership 

Council members Brian McNaughton, Bill Long, and Lisa 

Akerhielm were recognized as founding members of the 

Council.  

     Highlights of the breakfast included a heartfelt validation 

of the impact Starlight has on local families by Spokane 

Starlight Mom Karen Thompson and her daughter, Alisynn. 

Kalae Chock, KXLY Good Morning NW Anchor, interviewed 

Karen who described the challenges a family experiences 

when faced with the ongoing treatment of a seriously ill child 

and how Starlight has made a difference in the lives of 

Alisynn and her family.   

 Opportunities to Support Starlight! 

 D-List Magazine’s Celebrity Golf Tournament – 
Monday, July 12

th
, The Golf Club at Redmond Ridge: 

www.dlistmagazine.com 

 Typhoon! ñDining for a Causeò – 2
nd

 Tuesdays for a 
year – Bella Bottega Shopping Center, Redmond: 
www.typhoon-redmond.com 

 “From Generation to Generation: A Photographic 
Celebration of Families in Seattle” grandchild photos: 
www.lorrainemariephotography.com 

 

 Starlight Benefit Luncheon – celebrating Starlight 
Citizen of the Year, Don James, EVP of Nintendo of 
America – October 18

th
 : www.starlight-

washington.org 
 

 Traveling – great arrangements for flight, hotel, car,   
and more: www.ytbtravel.com/starlightchildrens 

 

 Dining out! – 5% to Starlight from participating 
restaurants – register at 
www.celebratedchefs.com/starlight 

 

 

Cole – Medically Complex – now age 8 

May 2002: Nicolas “Cole” Schubert was diagnosed with 

an anatomical defect of his trachea and esophagus 

following six months of hospitalizations for respiratory 

failure in his first year of life.  

     By the time he was two, he was diagnosed severely 

developmentally delayed with auditory processing and 

sensory processing disorders as well as sleep disorder    

and seizures. Near his third birthday, he was diagnosed 

with Autism and at four, Hereditary Motor and Sensory 

Neuropathy (HMSN), a neuromuscular disease. 

     Though he has spent his life in and out of hospitals, 

therapy and clinics, Cole is pure joy. He so enjoys his 

events through the Starlight Foundation that give him 

much pride and accomplishment as he navigates his 

world.  

     Thank you for letting me share Cole’s story. 

                                        - Beth Schubert, Puyallup 
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